
The Water Will Come

 The novel The Water Will Come, written by 
Jeff Goodell, discusses the history and future of 
rising water levels. Goodell is a Rolling Stone 
editor and an award-winning author who writes 
on modern environmental and energy issues. 
After extensive research, the novel was 
published on October 24, 2017. The biography is 
about past, present, and future disasters that 
affected land surrounded by bodies of water. It is 
a broad narrative about the global crisis of sea 
level rise brought on by climate change. Goodell 
tries to reveal some of the reasons why global 
warming turns into flooding and environmental 
change. At the beginning of the book it tells the 
readers about the uncertainty of future climate 
patterns and the limited time we have, but the 
later chapters of the novel tell tales of places on 
the brink of disaster. 

The Water Will Come is a good read for 
those who are interested in, or are researching the 
impacts of climate change and the habits of 
human civilization. We would recommend this 
novel to readers who want to educate themselves 
on the effect climate change has had on our 
environment and rising sea levels. This novel 
would be a 3.5 out of 5 based on the fact that it is 
very informative and eye opening. The novel is a 
movement that discusses a shift that is impending 
and in need of being shared to a vast number of 
audiences. The book concludes instead with a 
mixed message of pessimism and optimism, in 
which more questions are raised than are 
answered. 

Newsletter

Introduction

Recommendation

03 May, 2020

By Jasmine Alhuniti & Elijah Smith



     Goodell writes as if he is having a conversation 
with the audience. Although he uses complex terms, 
he makes sure to explain them in a basic way, so that 
a reader that may not have any previous experience 
with the subject, would be able to follow along with 
what he is saying. Goodell’s journalistic writing 
style is engaging and convenient to a wide range of 
audiences. He debates the concrete data that warns  
of the danger in the rising tides. Goodell introduces 
the work of climatologists and describes the many 
costs associated with the rising oceans, while 
providing historical background on climate change. 
Earth has witnessed massive changes in temperature 
and sea level throughout the past and will still 
continue to massively change long after we are gone. 

     Goodell interviews public figures, politicians, 
and businesspeople to get their insights on the 
matter of how the rising seas will affect their 
future ventures. He discusses his opinions about 
the politics behind tackling the environmental 
issues that have been proven to be a guaranteed 
factor in why the world and how people will be 
drastically changed. He exemplifies specific 
cities, such as Miami and Venice, who are 
especially vulnerable to oceans and seas 
infiltrating the mainland. He describes and 
critiques possible ideas, tools, and projects that 
may work in protecting the people and their land, 
but, also how it will transform the economy, 
geography, and way of life of the citizens living 
in the coastal area, as well as around the world.
     

The novel The Water Will Come, brings to 
attention that sea-level rise, permitted by climate 
change, is inevitable and that it will have massive 
consequences for settlements on the coasts around the 
world. Goodell envisions a future in which the sea has 
reclaimed large coastal areas, which would create a 
new Atlantis. Throughout the book, he doesn’t ask 
what are some ways we can stop it, but rather what it 
will be like and how we would adapt to the situation. 
The book focuses on adapting rather than on reducing 
the severity of the situation that is to occur. 
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Summary
The novel The Water Will Come 

by Jeff Goodell brings to the truth to 
the surface behind how climate change 
effects rising sea levels, the 
atmosphere, and the environment. Just 
a few decades ago, scientists believed 
that the burning of fossil fuels by 
humans will not have much effect on 
them, due to being "so big and so 
indomitable." Goodell answers this by 
saying "Now they know better."  These 
scientists are now aware of the 
detrimental impacts this has had on the 
environment, which is that the carbon 
dioxide emitted into the atmosphere 
will stay there for thousands of years. 
Unless change happens on a massive 
scale immediately, it will be too

late to repair the damage that has been 
inflicted. He reveals what the future has 
in store for the future generations to 
come regarding how the land will 
change due to the increasing changes in 
water levels. Goodell brings up the fact 
that we might be able to slow down and 
reduce the spread of global warming by 
reducing the amount of fossil fuel we 
burn, but does not speak about any way 
we can stop it. Which leaves the 
question: Is it even possible to prevent 
the massive collateral damage that is 
bound to happen? And if so, what could 
possibly handle successfully taking on 
that task?
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